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See instructions from NSF in the PAPPG (NSF 24-1) on putting together your Project Description.

Formatting guidelines:
· 1 inch margins, all sides
· 10 pt (Arial, Courier New, Palatino Linotype) or 11 pt (Times New Roman, Computer Modern) font
· Six lines of text per vertical inch (single-spaced)

15 page limit, up to 5 pg of which can be Results from Prior NSF Support

Required sections:
· Broader Impacts
· Results of Prior NSF Support (if relevant – see below)

Note, this is just one of many general ways to organize your NSF proposal. Make sure you read the solicitation for your program and structure your proposal to match the requirements of the solicitation.

Delete this line and all text above.
Project Description

1. Overview and Objectives 
· Overview of the problem and the present state of knowledge in the field
· Identify the knowledge gap your project is addressing
· State objectives/aims for the proposed work
· Expected significance of your project to the field (intellectual merit) & society (broader impacts)
2. Relevant Background 
· Review of relevant literature
· Results of Prior NSF Support (5 pg limit) - Required of all proposals if any PI or Co-PI has received NSF support, including:
· An award with an end date in the past 5 years
· Any current funding, including any no cost extensions
· Must include:
· NSF award number
· Amount and period of support
· Title of the project
· Summary of results, including accomplishments, under two distinct headings:
· Intellectual Merit
· Broader Impacts
· Listing of publications resulting from award (provide complete citation in this section or in References Cited)
· Evidence of research products and their availability, including data, publications, samples, software, models, etc.
· If the proposal is for renewed support, description of the relation of the completed work to the proposed work
· Preliminary Results and/ or Relation to Other Work in Progress – by PIs and/or other researchers.
3. Research Plan 
· Broad overview of the approach
· Describe methodology behind each step of research plan – break down into tasks that address each aim, if helpful 
· Describe proposed approach to evaluating each aim
· Explain expected outcomes
· Discuss potential problems and how they could be addressed (e.g., alternative approaches)
· Timetable/Gantt Chart
4. Intellectual Merit
· No longer a required section of NSF proposals (as of 2020) – intellectual merit is still a review criterion though, so consider including a section addressing it explicitly
· Explain how the project will advance knowledge & understanding within your field and across fields
5. Broader Impacts (Required of all proposals)
· Describe how the proposed project benefits society
· Detail any broader impact activities accomplished through the research, activities directly related to specific research projects, or activities supported by or are complimentary to the project
References Cited
· Each reference must include the names of all authors (in the same sequence in which they appear in the publication), the article and journal title, book title, volume number, page numbers, and year of publication. Inclusion of a website address is optional.
· No page limit for the References Cited section. It does not count towards 15-page limit for the Project Description.
