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Content (see Project Summary instructions from NIH Application Instructions, Forms-I):
State the application's broad, long-term objectives and specific aims, making reference to the health relatedness of the project (i.e., relevance to the mission of the agency). Describe the research design and methods for achieving the stated goals. Be sure that the project summary reflects the key focus of the proposed project so that the application can be appropriately categorized.
Do not include proprietary, confidential information or trade secrets in the project summary. If the application is funded, the project summary will be entered into an NIH database and made available on the NIH Research Portfolio Online Reporting Tool (RePORT) and will become public information.

Formatting guidelines:
· At least 0.5 inch margins, all sides
· 11 pt or larger font (suggested Arial, Georgia, Helvetica, or Palatino Linotype)
· Six lines of text per vertical inch (single-spaced)

Limited to 30 lines or less of text, unless otherwise specified in the solicitation.

Note, this is just one of many general ways to organize your summary. Make sure you read the FOA for your program in case there is specific additional information you must include. 

Delete this line and all text above.
Project Summary

· Introduce the health-related problem your proposal will address and provide some relevant background. What is the issue and why is it significant? 

· Identify the knowledge gap your project is addressing. What part of the problem hasn’t been solved yet? What is innovative and unique about your proposal that hasn’t been done before?

· State the long-term objectives and specific aims of the project. What are you hoping to achieve? What specific aims will need to be completed to get there?

· State your research question or hypotheses. What question are you trying to answer, or what hypothesis will you be testing?

· Explain the research design and methods. How will you achieve your goals?

· Conclude with the project’s expected outcomes and remind the reviewer of the proposal’s innovation & significance. What new information will the project provide to address your unique knowledge gap? Why is that knowledge important?


